. This T-shaped device is interposed be-'tween an intracath and a three-way stop-cock which allows infusion of either saline or other solutions (Fig. 2) . It also permits a stable contact between the terminal of an electrocardiographic lead and saline flowing through the )cross-arm of the T piece. For the electrocardiographic recording the praecordial lead '~s plugged into the T-shaped metallic device.
The identification and differentiation of atrial potentials are important for adequate analysis of different arrhythmias. Though the conventional electrocardiographic tracings are usually sufficient, additional methods are often necessary (Hellerstein, Pritchard, and Lewis, I949; Sterz, I960; Vogel et al., I964) . This T-shaped device is interposed be-'tween an intracath and a three-way stop-cock which allows infusion of either saline or other solutions (Fig. 2) . It also permits a stable contact between the terminal of an electrocardiographic lead and saline flowing through the )cross-arm of the T piece. For the electrocardiographic recording the praecordial lead '~s plugged into the T-shaped metallic device. Good electrical conduction has been obtained by two principles: the conductor in thecatheter is a non-moving isotonic or hypertonic saline solution, and the metallic device has been silvered. Except for the brief periods necessary for electrical recording, this set permits permanent infusion. This system is easily and
FIG. I (I) T-shaped metallic device;
(2) three-way stop-cock; (3) intracath; (4) infusion solution; (5) saline solution; and (6) electrocardiogram recording. NaCI group.bmj.com on April 13, 2017 -Published by http://heart.bmj.com/ Downloaded from rapidly installed and can be routinely used in intensive care units.
The example shown in Fig. 3 
